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1 . EK] This communication is responsive to 11-17-2004 . 



2. [X] The allowed claim(s) is/are 1,3-31 and 51 . 

3. □ The drawings filed on are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f) 
a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* Certified copies not received: . 
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THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

5 " D iSS^^J^^^^ ? S h Ubmmed - N ° l ? attaCh6d EXAMI ^'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
HNrwtMviHL r« tlN i APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper NoVMail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 
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5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claims 32-50 are CALNCELLED as drawn to an invention non-elected by 
applicants WITHOUT traverse. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement filed on 1 1-17-2004 fails to comply with 37 
CFR 1 .97(c) because it lacks the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(p). It has been placed in 
the application file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered. 

Applicants should note that while the IDS contains a statement as specified in 37 
CFR 1 .97(e), this statement appears to be inconsistent with information available to the 
examiner . Applicants attention is drawn to US patents 6,51 1 ,21 7 and 6,391 ,234. Both 
of this patents issued more that a year earlier that thel 1-17-2004 filing date of the IDS 
referenced above. Both the referenced patents cite US Patent 5,338,1 12 on the front 
page of the patents. Both of the patents '234 and '217 have at least one inventor in 
common with the instant application. Yet the certification states that to the knowledge 
of the applicants' representative, none of the documents cited in the IDS were 
previously known to any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.156(c), which explicitly lists 
inventors as individuals associated with filing or prosecuting a patent application. It 
appears that the applicants' representative erroneously included at least the above- 
mentioned US patent reference in the November 11, 2004 IDS filed in the instant 
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application. For the reasons stated above, the IDS dated November 17, 2004 was not 
considered by the examiner. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Irina S. Zemel whose telephone number is (571)272- 
0577. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Seidleck can be reached on (571)272-1078. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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